
Podcast Journal: 
TOK  Summer Assignment 

 

 

Objective: 
 

 
You will select a podcast to listen to over the summer that will allow you to explore various areas 

of knowledge and how we access that knowledge in our everyday lives through the ways of 

knowing. 
 

 
Instructions: 

 

 
This summer you will be tasked with selecting a podcast to listen to and analyze for TOK in a 

weekly journal  entry (8-10 minimum). Podcasts cover a wide variety of both areas of 

knowledge and ways of knowing, which makes them great fodder for a TOK analysis.  Not all 

podcasts are created equal so I will give you some exemplars to choose from below and some 

general criteria for selecting ones not listed that will meet the objective of this assignment.  The 

journal may be typed or handwritten (your preference).  Regardless of the mode of recording, 

you should have around 250-400 words per entry in your journal. 
 

 
Types of podcasts*: 

Serialized: 

The story of the podcast is told over multiple episodes with the key themes and narrative being 

developed over the course of the season. Seasons may be more than 10 episodes long so you 

do not have to do a journal for each episode, but should still have a minimum of 10 total. 
 

 
Ex. 

 

 

Name 
 

Summary 

 

Serial 
 

The original true crime podcast, focusing on the murder of Hae 

Min Lee and conviction of her ex-boyfriend Adnan Syed. 

 

Revisionist History 
 

Malcolm Gladwell’s journey through overlooked and 

misunderstood moments in history. 

 

The Habitat 
 

Six volunteers are secluded in an imitation Mars habitat for one 

year to help NASA understand what life might be like for future 

explorers. 

 

Dissect - A Serialized 

Music Podcast 

 

Each season one album is broken down to try to gain an 

understanding of contemporary art. 

 

Remade in America 
 

Egyptian satirical performer, Bassem Youssef, who recently 

moved to the United States, explores being an outsider and 

trying to belong in America. 



Episodic: 
 

 
Each episode of the podcast covers a new topic and the analysis is completed by the end of 

each episode. The series may have a larger theme (science, history, technology, etc.) but each 

episode stands on its own. You should have at least 10 journal entries from 10 different 

episodes, feel free to have more if you want. 
 

 
Ex. 

 

 
 

This American Life 
 

Ira Glass hosts a weekly window into the lives and stories of 

Americans from all walks of life and experiences. 

 

Stuff You Should 

Know 

 

Hosts Josh and Chuck explore a variety of issues, topics, ideas, and 

events in this weekly podcast about “stuff you should know”. 

 

Radiolab 
 

A podcast weaving stories and science into sound and music-rich 

documentaries weekly. 

 

Invisibilia 
 

Unseeable forces control human behavior and shape our ideas, 

beliefs, and assumptions. This podcast uses narrative story telling to 

explore them. 

 

Every Little Thing 
 

Every Little Thing is a factual answering service, specializing in small 

questions. Are “speed patrolled by aircraft” signs a lie? Who does the 

background dialogue in movies? Is the Dewey Decimal System 

controlling our minds? 

 
Find your own podcast: 

There are hundreds of great podcasts that cover every imaginable topic, but for this assignment, 

if you choose a podcast other than those I suggested (please do!) keep these criteria in mind; 

1.  It should be non-fiction. 

2.  It should be TOKish. (Thinking about thinking, why do we know what we know, what 

evidence is good evidence) 

3.  You should  be interested in it! Seriously, find something that is bingeable, that you 

want to listen to, get excited about. 

*You may choose either type of podcast for this project. 
 

 
Due Date: The journals will be turned in at the 1st TOK class we have in the fall. 


